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Upsilon Alpha celebrated our traditional 
Frank Norris Pig Dinner this year on 
Friday, November 7th during Homecoming 
at the University of Arizona.   Phi Gamma 
Delta’s Norris Pig Dinner is the most widely 
observed annual tradition and the longest 
running chapter-based graduate event in 
the Greek world.  The first Pig Dinner was 
held at Cal Berkeley in 1893 and has been 
celebrated yearly ever since.  BCA President 
Jeff Derickson ’72 served as Master of 
Ceremonies of this year’s memorable event.

Almost 200 members and guests were 
present at the Sands Club on the fifth floor 
overlooking the football stadium.  A no-
host bar greeted everyone as we gathered 
to meet up with old friends, reminisce, and 
enjoy the festivities surrounding the entire 
Homecoming weekend. After a scrumptious 
buffet dinner BCA member Dan Kates ’88 

read the names of chapter brothers who had passed 
Ad Astra since our last Pig Dinner. 

Chapter President Sam Reish ‘26 gave the 
State of the Undergraduate Chapter Report 
which highlighted achievements in scholarship, 
recruitment, philanthropy, community service, 
new member education, intramurals, social events, 
and graduate relations.  We were recognized in 
several different award categories at this year’s Fiji 
Academy and remain one of the top fraternities on 
campus!

The Smith-Cheney Spirit Award was presented 
to Matthew Barkley ‘26 for “inspiring all 
undergraduates to self-sacrifice for their brothers.”

Continued on page 3
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As we bring the 2025–2026 academic year to a close, I am incredibly 
proud to reflect on everything Upsilon Alpha has accomplished 
this spring. From the moment we stepped into our new roles, this 
executive board has hit the ground running — and the results speak for themselves. 
This semester, our newly elected Executive Board, along with our Recruitment and Built to Lead 
chairmen, had the privilege of attending the Leadership Academy in St. Louis. Sitting alongside 
brothers from chapters across the country, we sharpened our understanding of our individual 
roles and returned to Tucson with a clearer vision for where this chapter is headed. The experience 
reinforced what we already believe — that intentional leadership makes all the difference. 
On the recruitment front, we had an outstanding spring. We are thrilled to welcome eleven 
exceptional young men into our brotherhood as our newest member class. We went after the 
right guys, and we got them. Our commitment to a high-standards, value-driven rush process 
remains one of the things that sets Upsilon Alpha apart, and this class is a direct reflection of that. 
At the Order of Omega Awards, our chapter had another strong showing. Upsilon Alpha was 
recognized with Outstanding Campus Involvement and Outstanding Community Service, 
and our former President, Sam Reish, was honored as Chapter President of the Year — a well-
deserved recognition for the standard he set during his time leading this chapter. 
Philanthropically, we were proud to partner this semester with Red Bull Wings for Life, a 
global charitable initiative benefiting spinal cord research. Our brothers showed up in force 
across multiple events, including a dodgeball tournament and our fan-favorite: Pie a Fiji. We are 
also looking forward to the Wings for Life World Run on May 5th, where participants across 
the globe run simultaneously in support of the cause. It has been one of the most meaningful 
philanthropic partnerships we have had, and we are grateful for every brother and supporter who 
got involved. 
In Intramurals, the chapter has simply been dominant. We have taken home championships in 
both indoor and outdoor soccer, and our basketball team finished in second place both semesters 
— a remarkable level of consistency. Our softball team is currently rolling as well, and we expect 
to remain competitive through the end of the season. 
Our presence in IFC continues to grow. This semester, two of our brothers serve on the 
Interfraternity Council — Brogan Kelly and Andrew Vanderah. Both were also recently selected 
to Bobcats Senior Honorary. Their recognition is a testament to the kind of men this chapter 
develops. 
As for the Cheney Cup, we have submitted our awards application and could not be more 
confident in what we put forward. The work this chapter has invested across every category this 
year has been exceptional, and we are hopeful that it will be recognized accordingly. 
Reflecting on this semester, I am filled with genuine gratitude for the opportunity to serve as 
President. Leading Upsilon Alpha has been one of the most meaningful experiences of my life, 
and watching our brothers grow, compete, serve, and lead alongside one another has been 
nothing short of inspiring. The foundation we are building this year will carry our beloved chapter 
for years to come.
Thank you for your continued encouragement and involvement. We look forward to sharing our 
successes with you throughout the year and can’t wait to see you at our upcoming events. I'm 
mighty proud to be a Fiji! 

Fraternally, 
Caden Murray '28
President, Upsilon Alpha Chapter of Phi Gamma Delta 
Perge! 

Directors 
Jeffrey Patch '74
Michael Johnson '83
Deron Bocks '86
Deron Webb '89
Trevor Henson '19
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The Smith-Cheney Spirit Award was presented to Matthew 
Barkley ‘26 for “inspiring all undergraduates to self-sacrifice for 
their brothers.”  The Outstanding New Member Award was given 
to Jack Davey ‘28 of the Omicron  Class and Carter Topple ‘28 of 
the Pi Class. Each received a Fiji Recognition Ring.

The Major General John Renner Memorial Scholarship was 
awarded to Sam Reish ’26 for outstanding character, academics, and 
service to the Fraternity. Brother George Renner ’67 presented this 
special scholarship award.

Other endowed scholarships were awarded for superior academics 
and outstanding citizenship. The Benjamin Ward Scholarship, 
worth $3,900, went to Matthew Barkley ’26. The Roger Boll and 
Terry Howard Scholarship, worth $1,400, went to Ethan Parsons 
‘26. The $2,540 Eugene Fuller Scholarship was awarded to Luca 
Nieri-Lang ‘27.  The Lee Hanley Scholarship, worth $8,000 
this year, was awarded to Sam Reish ’26. And the George Heidler 
Memorial Scholarship, worth $1,960, was awarded to Kyle 
Atkinson ’25.  Applicants for this scholarship are judged on their 
leadership style, integrity, outlook on life, extracurricular activities, 
and fraternity involvement, as well as academics.  K.C. Heidler ’90 
then presented a decorated encased walkout stick to the chapter with 
the names of all his pledge brothers carved into it.

UABC President Jeff Mongan ’83 gave the State of the House 
Corporation Report.  He highlighted all of the improvements made 
to the facility and thanked those who were instrumental in making 
it happen.  He also thanked those brothers who have contributed to 
the new 1801 Society, an annual fund to support the mission of the 
Building Corporation which is to provide safe, comfortable housing 
and study facilities for the undergraduate members of the chapter.

Gold Owl recipients were honored for 50 years of initiated service, 
awarded to brothers initiated in 1975.  Silver Owls were awarded to 
those brothers who had 25 years of service and were initiated in 2000.  
Bronze Owls were presented to those brothers who were initiated 10 
years ago in 2015. Each received a pin and a certificate from BCA 
Advisor Vince San Angelo ‘62.  

The traditional “Bringing in the Pig” ceremony ensued with the 
latest New Member class doing the honors.  The oldest brother in 
attendance was Dick Nixon ‘59 who kissed the pig’s snout.  The 
youngest was Luke Johnson ’29, who had the pleasure of kissing the 
other end.  Curt Dunshee ‘82 then presented a brief history of Frank 
Norris and gave a rousing rendition of the Exile’s Toast.  You don’t 
want to be an ‘exile’ of this annual tradition, so plan on coming next 
year! 

  

Continued from front page.

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS:
Trevor Henson: Chapter Advisor of the Year 
Sam Reish: Chapter President of the Year

CHAPTER AWARDS 
Outstanding Community Service 
Outstanding Campus Involvement
Finalist for Chapter of the Year



We are proud to announce the new Executive Board for the coming 
year, a group of highly motivated and accomplished brothers who are 
eager to lead the chapter to new heights. Each member brings unique 
strengths and a commitment to upholding our core values.

President: Caden Murray '28
Caden, a sophomore majoring in Accounting with a minor in Data 
Science, is a dedicated leader and member of the Professional Business 
Fraternity, Delta Sigma Pi. Aspiring to work in Consulting/ Advisory 
after graduation, Caden's leadership skills will help guide the chapter 
for what lies ahead. “I'm excited about what this next year holds. My 
goal is simple: protect what makes this chapter great, keep our academic 
standards high, and make sure the culture that defines Upsilon Alpha 
stays strong.”

Vice President: Mickey Chapple '28
A sophomore studying Finance, Mickey is an incoming summer analyst 
at the J.P. Morgan Private Bank. With his eye on a future in the financial 
sector, Mickey is poised to provide strong support in maintaining the 
internal operations of the fraternity, ensuring that the brotherhood 
remains focused on both academics and personal growth.

Recording Secretary: Alex Bonellos '28
Alex, a sophomore majoring in Finance, will play a key role in 
maintaining the fraternity’s records and helping the E-Board stay 
organized. His business background will be invaluable in ensuring 
efficient communication and transparency within the chapter.

Corresponding Secretary: Brendan Kurtin '28
As a sophomore Finance major, Brendan will be responsible for 
managing external communications with alumni, other fraternity 
chapters, university officials, and Phi Gamma Delta headquarters. His 
attention to detail and dedication to keeping strong relationships will 
serve our chapter well.

Historian: Tyler Leskovar '28
Tyler, a sophomore studying Physiology, will oversee the 
documentation of the chapter’s history and events, preserving 
the legacy of the fraternity for future generations. His dedication 
gives him an edge in maintaining order and thorough records of all 
chapter activities.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

With this talented team at the helm, Upsilon Alpha is set for another 
year of success, both academically and socially. Their leadership 
and vision will ensure that our brotherhood continues to thrive. 
Their goal is to successfully compete for awards and, ultimately, 
win another Cheney Cup.
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WELCOME!
Spring  New Members

RJ Davis, Alexandria, VA   Business 
Hamza Ehtisham, Glendale, AZ   Biology
Lucas Erwin, Scottsdale, AZ   Business 
Jack Hokanson, Park City, UT   Business
Aaron Moore, Cave Creek, AZ   Business 
Auston Morrison, Sierra Vista, AZ,  Civil Engineering 
Ty Munk, St. Louis, MO   Criminal Justice
Miles Rios, Tucson, AZ    Business 
Steven Schultz, Chandler, AZ   Business 
Gavin Williams, Cave Creek, AZ   Biology
Vishwesh Vakacharla, Chandler, AZ   Biology 
 

Sigma Class
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Back in the days of pledgeship, there was one way to get out of a weekend of 
pledge duties. If your entire pledge class “walked out” at the same time, the 
‘actives’ were on their own. In the fall of 1985, the “Cartwrights” pledge class 
did just that. They packed up their stuff, and without a word to the actives, fled 
Tucson and headed up to the White Mountains of northeast Arizona.

They decided to memorialize the weekend by having every pledge brother carve 
his name into a hiking stick they created. That hiking stick survived a 40-year 
journey and has finally made its way back to 1801 E. First Street, our beloved 
Fijihouse, where it is now prominently displayed in a beautiful wooden case 
donated by KC Heidler ‘90.

As recalled by KC Heidler,

“Forty years ago, one of my pledge brothers handed me that hiking 
stick and, apparently, decided I should be responsible for it! It 
probably wasn’t the wisest call in my state of mind. My memory … of 
Ferkenhoff popping up every so often and asking, “How’s your visit 
to Lake Placid going… are you enjoying it?” I think I might have used 
that stick to fend off Hudak, who chased me up a tree.
But amazingly, the stick survived and is now in its proper resting 
place.”

KC summed it up best: 
        “Remember… Fiji brotherhood is not for college days alone.”

•	 Serve as a career mentor and hold 
1-on-1 career discussions

•	 Providing internship and/or full-
time job opportunities to members

•	 Attending Homecoming, the Pig 
Dinner or other alumni events

•	 Help on our Homecoming/Pig 
Dinner planning committee

•	 Help us plan an alumni event in 
your city

•	 Volunteer to assist with the Board 
of Chapter Advisors or Building 
Corporation Board

•	 Support the chapter financially 
with a donation to the Phi Gamma 
Delta Educational Foundation, 
Arizona Chapter House 
Endowment Fund (CHEF) or 
Arizona General Scholarship Fund

•	 Designate a legacy gift from your 
estate supporting the Upsilon 
Alpha Building Corporation

•	 Make an 1801 Society Annual 
Fund donation to support 
the Upsilon Alpha Building 
Corporation with enhancement 
projects at the Fiji House

Contact Jeff Mongan at 
602-909-3520 or 
jmongan@athensdevco.com 
with questions. 
Thank you for your support!



Page 6

Fijis in 1944 (during WWII)

Leadership Academy in St. Louis
Graduating Seniors

Fiji Sweethearts 1945
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The Graduate Office at the chapter house is used to store historical information such as chapter minutes, documents, photos, etc. Hard copy 
photos have given way to digital ones.  The issue is that digital photos are stored in a variety of places on a diverse number of devices and can 
be difficult to retrieve.  
  
For a number of years, Brother Art Scarla '72, has been Upsilon Alpha's unofficial photographer and has taken pictures at our Pig Dinners.  
In addition, he archives many fraternity photos in his extensive storage site.  Upsilon Alpha would be best served if there was a central loca-
tion for our chapter's digital photos.  Brother Scarla has offered to help out. 
 
Please send any photos (with info) of graduate brother outings, meetings, social events, etc. to Art for inclusion in the chapter's archives.  
The easiest way to get photos to him is probably by email: Art1@reptronix.com; 602-820-0111. 



Now in its seventh year, the Smith-Cheney Spirit Award was created to honor an 
undergraduate brother who has exhibited special characteristics, exemplified by the 
late Steven L. Smith ’72. Pledging Upsilon Alpha in the Fall of 1968, Steve “T- Bear” 
Smith immediately got involved in committees on campus, the local community, and in 
the fraternity. His bright example of volunteerism was a source of inspiration for all. But 
maybe his biggest role was to be there for his brothers in the fraternity. He was a shining 
example of participating in anything he could to
further the goals of Upsilon Alpha and help make the chapter worthy of the Cheney Cup, 
given to the most outstanding Fiji chapter in the nation.

Steve passed ‘Ad Astra’ eight years ago and this award was established in his name. Every 
year a deserving brother’s name will be added to the permanent plaque in the Fiji house, 
and a framed certificate will go to the recipient. He doesn’t have to be “the most popular” 
or the “best scholar” or “best athlete,” but rather, the brother that exemplifies the person 
who would gladly sacrifice “for the good of the Chapter.” Just like Steve.

The six previous recipients were Jacob Crow ’20, Alex Gray ’22, Sebastian Magri ’24, 
Ben Atkinson ’24, Kevin Loy ’25, and Alec Vendetti ’25. The Awards Committee, with advice from some of the key 
leaders in the chapter, considered all worthy candidates and selected the winner. The recipient of the 2025 Smith-
Cheney Spirit Award was Matthew Barkley ‘26.

These are some comments made about him by his peers: “When I think of someone who cares deeply about the success 
of the house and the people in it, and someone who will show up for everything, I think of him. He would always be 
willing to help with anything needed and is one of the most reliable people I know. He is stellar when it comes to holding 
brothers accountable, which is a difficult, but underappreciated skill.”

“He is continuously engaged with upholding our chapter values and constantly works to train younger members in 
learning this. As a key member of our Judicial Board, he is eager to get to the bottom of a problem and discuss ways to 
resolve the issue with the members involved. He is uncompromising in his values and yet is truly one of the kindest, most 
approachable people in the house.”

“He has consistently put the needs of the chapter before anything else. From serving as a standout Risk Manager, Judicial 
Board Chairman, Graduate Relations Committee Chair, and 2025 Pig Dinner Chairman, he has promoted the rules of 
the house and done a big part to help the chapter function to its fullest extent, allowing us to continually prosper.”

After graduation Matthew plans to move back to Scottsdale and work with a wealth management firm, TCI Wealth 
Advisors. He will also pursue his CFP within the next two years. Congratulations to Matthew Barkley, a worthy recipient 
who has duly earned the respect of his brothers!
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Matt Maledon ‘27
Since joining Upsilon Alpha, Matt has 
distinguished himself through consistent 
service and leadership. He has held the roles of Treasurer, Built to 
Lead Chair, and New Member Class Vice President, contributing to a 
strong culture of excellence within the chapter.

In addition to his chapter involvement, Matt was selected as Program 
Director for Eller’s Wall Street Scholars Program—the first FIJI to be 
chosen to lead the organization. He also served as Technology Sector 
Head for the UA Endowment Fund, supporting the management of a 
portion of the broader six-figure portfolio.

Matt is pursuing a degree in finance and serves on the executive 
board of the Financial Modeling Club. He previously participated 
in Eller Rising Professionals and the Investments Club and recently 
completed a semester abroad in Barcelona.

Professionally, he has completed internships in venture capital, 
private equity, and private capital management. This summer, he will 
join Alvarez & Marsal in its Restructuring & Turnaround practice.

Reflecting on his experience in Upsilon Alpha, Matt cited the 
chapter’s high standards as a defining influence. “The confidence my 
Brothers have instilled in me has helped me reach far beyond what I 
once thought possible,” he shared, adding that “the culture of our 
house has propelled me to make an impact.”

Matthew Benson ’27
At Upsilon Alpha, Matthew stands out for his 
leadership, discipline, and drive to make the 
most of every opportunity. He has served as 
Culture Chair and as a member of the Judicial 
Board—roles that have helped shape chapter 

standards while strengthening friendships that have been central to his 
growth.

On campus, Matthew was selected as the Asset & Wealth Management 
Director for the Eller College of Management’s Wall Street Scholars 
Program, where he mentors students pursuing careers in finance. He 
has also worked with the student-led endowment fund, gaining hands-on 
experience in investing and portfolio management.

On fall Saturdays, Matthew can also be found at home football games, 
working in the stands with four other FIJIs selling water, beer, and seltzer 
on commission.

A Finance major focused on Wealth Management, Matthew has secured 
a summer analyst position with J.P. Morgan Private Bank in New York.

Asked what motivates him, Matthew points to gratitude and consistency. 
He focuses on improving each day, taking full advantage of the 
opportunities in front of him, and surrounding himself with people who 
challenge him to grow. “I am extremely lucky to have the friends, mentors, 
and opportunities that have been a part of my life these past few years.”

2 Fijis Named to Bobcats
At the Evening of Excellence held on April 13, 2026, two Upsilon Alpha brothers were 
inducted into the prestigious Bobcats Senior Honorary. Established in 1922, Bobcats 
recognizes 13 exceptional seniors each year who carry forward a tradition of service to the 
University of Arizona. More Fijis have earned this distinction than members of any other 
organization. Please join us in congratulating our newest Bobcats:

Brogan Kelly ’27 - Initiated into the Xi Class, Brogan is a junior studying Business 
Management. At Upsilon Alpha, he has served as Recording Secretary, House Manager, a 
J-Board Justice, and currently serves as Brotherhood Chair. On campus, he became involved 
with the Interfraternity Council and serves as Vice President of New Member Services. 
Through the Eller College of Management, Brogan is active in the Eller Professional Sales 
Club and Eller Ambassadors.

Andrew Vanderah ’27 - A junior studying Mechanical Engineering with the goal of pursuing a career in the Department of Defense after 
graduation, Drew says that athletics has been a major part of his life. His passion for sports—especially football—has helped shape the discipline, 
teamwork, and determination he brings to everything he does. During his time in Fiji, he was a member of the Justice Board. He also serves as 
President of the Drone Racing Club, which he founded; the university supports the team as they build and race drones against other schools. 

Bobcat Senior Honorary is an organization that evokes pride, honor, and tradition. Acceptance into Bobcats is a life-long commitment of support 
and service to the university and the Bobcat organization.

Brogan Kelly (#4), Andrew Vanderah (#7) with 
last year’s Fiji Bobcats Yazin Hindosh, Srikar 

Mandava, & Bardia Mostafizi.



On Saturday, November 22, 2025, for the 42nd time, El Tour de Tucson 
pedaled across our neighborhoods. Once again, Ralph Phillips ’72 was part of 
El Tour. Although this year, he was honored for his hard work and dedication 
helping to make it one of the nation's premier events.

Organizers say that a record 11,000 riders took to the streets for El Tour de 
Tucson. That is a far cry from the first El Tour in 1983. Just 185 riders took part. 
They raised $4,500 for area charities.

Well-known among the cycling community, Phillips rode in his first El Tour 
de Tucson in 1985. "I got third place," recalled Ralph. "But we had to wade 
through the Santa Cruz. I mean get on your bike, off your bike, wade through the 
water, carry your bike, get back on. A whole different deal."

Brother Phillips is credited with mapping out the 102-mile route currently used 
by El Tour, avoiding water, railroad crossings and traffic. He initially laid out the 
course for top international riders who come each winter to train in Tucson. "We 
have people from around the world, proriders coming in here in the winter to 
train," said Phillips.

Best known for his shop, Fair Wheels Bikes, these days Ralph partners with 
legendary Tucson broadcaster Allen "Big Al" Kath to call El Tour on radio. 
Something they've done together for nearly 20 years.

"He's my John Madden." Kath said. "He is just about everything as far as cycling 
in Tucson goes." This year, El Tour de Tucson named Phillips its Designated 
Honoree.

"I'm very humbled; I didn't expect it." Phillips said. "I really 
appreciate it. though. I've just been doing it a long, long time. 
That's because I really enjoy it."

Phillips is also excited for the future of international riders 
coming to Tucson with the opening of the new Tucson 
Velodrome. "We've been trying to get one in for 50 years," 
Phillips said. "I was glad they did it in my lifetime."

El Tour de Tucson has raised nearly $130 million for charities 
since it began in 1983.

Page 10

Ralph competing in El Tour - 1985

New Tucson Velodrome
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2026
Donations to the Upsilon Alpha Building Corp. annual fund or Phi Gamma Delta Educational Foundation 
Upsilon Alpha Chapter House Endowment Fund (CHEF) supporting the mission of the Building Corpo-

ration to improve and maintain our Fijihouse at 1801 E. First Street.

List of 1801 Society Donors
T. Daniel Romero Club (annual gift of $2,500 & greater) 

Ron Harper ‘59
Roger Garrett ‘64 

Dan Kates ‘88 
Mike Connolly ‘08  

Louis “Buzz” Sands IV Club (annual gift of $1,000 - $2,499) 

Karl Eller Club (annual gift of $500 - $999) 

Vinson San Angelo Club (annual gift of $250 - $499) 

1931 Club (annual gift of $100 - $249) 

 

Other Annual Fund Donations: 

You can join The 1801 Society by making  your 
donation using one of these 

payment methods:

By Check: mail checks payable to Upsilon Alpha 
Building Corporation c/o Fraternity
Management Group, PO Box 12010, 

Tucson, AZ 85732

Online Credit Card Payment: (either lump sum 
amount or monthly payment):

www.arizonafiji.org/1801-society

Gift to Phi Gamma Delta Educational Foundation 
Chapter House Endowment Fund (CHEF):mail 

checks payable to the Phi Gamma Delta 
Educational Foundation (write ‘Upsilon Alpha 

CHEF’ on the memo line) to Phi Gamma Delta / 
PO Box 4599 / Lexington, KY 40544 

Thank you for supporting our Upsilon Alpha chapter of Phi Gamma Delta.

Deno Dikeou ‘61
Doug Folger ‘81
Curtis Dunshee ‘82
Jeff Mongan ‘83

Louis Giesler ’84  
Deron Bocks ‘86
Kurt Schoen ‘87

Stevie Eller ‘52
David Engelman ‘59
Ralph Heffelman, Jr. ‘60
Tom Warne ‘65
Charles Hiatt ‘66
Mike Aboud ‘67
Jim Webb ’67

Paul Gissel ’68
Jeff Derickson ‘72
Steve Pierce ’72
Bruce Hart ‘82
Rusty Schaeffer ‘83
Kirk Warden ‘90  

Terry Muse ‘61
Chuck Townsdin ‘63
Philip Bramsen ‘69
Chris Cacheris ‘76

Mark Besh ‘82
Matt Clements ‘87
Jimmy Crawley ‘15
Colby Quist ‘16
  

John Marietti ‘61
Rob Dicus ‘63
Jim Sakrison ‘63
Duane Paul ‘65
Jerry Stitt ‘68
Jeff Patch ‘74
Claude Harrell, Jr. ‘76
Robert Fee ‘77
Don Lawrenz ‘77

John Sivo ‘77
William Lundeen ‘78
Mark Barker ‘80
Carl Sutherland ‘80
Fred Sutter ‘80
Owen Clymer ‘82
Dwayne Douglas ‘86
Casey Mauge ‘05

George Renner ‘67
Jack Derickson ‘75
Jim Washington ‘76
Chuck Schneider ‘78
David Ward ‘78
J. Craig Barker ‘82

K.C. Heidler ‘90
Fall 2025 
Undergraduate Brothers
Spring 2026
Undergraduate Brothers
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